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Many people know that Charles Carroll 
of Carrollton was the only Catholic 
who signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, but many other Catholics 
contributed in a significant way to the 
fight for independence: John Barry, 
Stephen Moylan, Mary Waters and 
Thomas Fitzsimons, to name a few. 
There were significant contributions of 
so many courageous men and women, 
many of whom were Catholics, to what 
has been called òthe great American 
experiment.ó 
 
Charles Carroll arguably took the big-
gest risk ñ and had the most to lose ñ 
since he was the wealthiest man in the 
colonies at the time, according to New 
Adventõs The Catholic Encyclopedia. 
Born into a wealthy family in Annapo-
lis, Maryland, he was sent to France 
and England for his education. 
He arrived back in Maryland at age 28, 
just in time for the intense reaction to 
the Stamp Act. At once, Carroll began 
to write against the unjust taxes. By 
1774 Carroll was one of the citizens 
elected to represent both the local 
county and Annapolis, although Catho-
lics were considered ineligible to hold 
such seats. At the time there were few 
Catholics in the country, and there 
was predominant prejudice against 
those who were here. 
 
òThese elections showed that, despite 
the anti-Catholicism of the colonial 
period, Revolutionary-era Americans 
did not see any incompatibility be-
tween Carrollõs Catholicism and Ameri-
caõs fledgling republic, which both 
shared Enlightenment ideals,ó Andrew 
Salzmann, who teaches American 
Catholic history at Benedictine Col-
lege, explained to the Register. 
As detailed by Matthew Bunson and 
Margaret Bunson in the Encyclopedia 
of U.S. Catholic History, òHis appear-
ance at the Continental Congress irri-
tated some Protestants, but his wealth 
ñ estimated at about $2 million ñ won 
the argument because the average 
American recognized that Charles was 
risking more than most in order to see 
America free.ó Three months before 
Carroll was elected as one of Mary-
landõs four representatives to the Con-
tinental Congress for the fateful July 
4, 1776, meeting, he was appointed 
with Benjamin Franklin and Samuel 
Chase to visit Canada to ask for their 
alliance in the fight for independence. 
Carrollõs cousin, Father John Carroll, 
was asked to join them. 
 
During the American Revolutionary 

War, Charles Carroll served on the 
Board of War, and after independence 
was won, he took his seat in 1788 as a 
senator in the first Federal Congress. 
When he died at age 95 in 1832, he 
was the last survivor of those who 
signed the Declaration of Independ-
ence. 
 
Commodore John Barry was an Irish-
born sea captain who emigrated as a 
youth to Philadelphia, which he called 
home for the rest of his life. He would 
earn the title òFather of the American 
Navy.ó Indeed, Capt. Barry, already a 
seasoned skipper, had a remarkable 
war career. He would be such a proven 
commander that later President 
George Washington appointed Barry to 
be head of the Navy, stating he trusted 
in Barryõs òpatriotism, valor, fidelity 
and abilities,ó according to a U.S. Na-
vy history online. Capt. ñ later Com-
modore ñ Barry, the first American to 
receive that title, was an òardent 
Catholic,ó the Bunsons noted in their 
book. 
 
òBarry was a firm believer in Divine 
Providence and regularly opened his 
ship day with a Bible reading to his 
crew,ó wrote John Barry Kelly in an 
article about the captain available 
through the U.S. Navy website. (No 
mention is made if the writer was de-
scended from the captain.) Capt. Barry 
had no children from his first marriage 
nor, after his wife died, from his sec-
ond marriage, although he and his wife 
raised his two nephews, sons of his 
late sister. 
 
Both wives were Protestants, but con-
verted to Catholicism, noted Kelly: 
òThe Barry's were regular parishioners 
at several Philadelphia Catholic 
churches: Old St. Josephõs, Old St. 
Maryõs and, eventually, St. Au-
gustineõs.ó The naval hero and his 
wives are buried in St. Maryõs Church 
cemetery. 
 
Successful Philadelphia mer-
chant Stephen Moylan, who became 
quartermaster general of the Conti-
nental Army  volunteered for Washing-
tonõs Army at the start of the Revolu-
tionary War. By June 1776, he was ap-
pointed commissary general of the 
Continental Army; and, before that, in 
1775, he acted as Washingtonõs first 
secretary. After fighting in the Battle 
of Princeton, he formed a horse regi-
ment at Washingtonõs request, suf-
fered with the men at Valley Forge, 
and then engaged in other battles 

through Yorktown. He left the Army a 
brigadier general. While Moylanõs 
brother Francis remained in Ireland 
because he was bishop of Cork, his 
brother John also joined the Continen-
tal Army and was appointed the clothi-
er general. 
 
After the war, the Catholic Church cre-
ated a diocese in the new United 
States, naming Father Carroll the 
countryõs first bishop. He tirelessly 
helped the Church in America grow 
and established colleges and monaster-
ies, such as the Poor Clares in Freder-
icksburg, Maryland. He helped estab-
lish four other dioceses beside Balti-
more, to which he was appointed the 
countryõs first archbishop. And in 
1792, as the new nationõs first bishop, 
he was the first to consecrate the 
country to our Blessed Mother under 
the title òImmaculate Conception.ó 
òOf those things that give me most 
consolation at the present moment,ó 
he said, òone is that I have always 
been attached to the practice 
of devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary; 
that I have established it among the 
people under my care, and placed my 
diocese under her protection.ó 
 
òThroughout the colonial period and 
into the late 1700s, Catholics were 
often discriminated against in both law 
and attitudes,ó author Paul Kengor, 
professor of political science at Grove 
City College in Grove City, Pennsylva-
nia, told the Register. òFortunately, 
their zealous commitment to the cause 
of the American Revolution and inde-
pendence helped change those atti-
tudes and even those laws. Americans 
generally recognized and appreciated 
those Catholic contributions and that 
loyalty. Protestants learned that Cath-
olics loved their country as much as 
they loved their pope. They were not 
only loyal to their Church but to their 
nation.ó 
 
The Revolutionary War pushed the for-
merly anti-Catholic colonies to be 
more accepting of American Catholics, 
Salzmann said. òThere were different 
reasons for this change in attitude, 
such as Americansõ gratitude for the 
help of Franceõs Catholic king and the 
tiny size of the Catholic population. 
But the Carrolls show that an im-
portant part of this shift was the abil-
ity of Catholics to embrace shared 
American ideals during the heyday of 
the Catholic Enlightenment.ó 

 
(Continued on page 3)           

!ÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ 
*5,9 .%73,%44%2 

https://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/ddg52/Pages/Namesake.aspx
https://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/ddg52/Pages/Namesake.aspx
https://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/ddg52/Pages/Namesake.aspx
https://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/ddg52/Pages/Namesake.aspx


 άÎÄ 

*ÕÌÙ ΰȾα           ίβÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /4 
γȡήή 0-                 $ÅÁÎ 2ÅÂÅÒ 
εȡαή !-                  *Ï!ÎÎ 3ÃÈÍÕÒÁ  
ηȡαή !-                     +ÁÒÅÎ 0ÉÒÁÉÎÏ  
ίίȡίγ !-                 -ÁÒÙ !ÎÎ +ÅÌÌÙ  

*ÕÌÙ ΫέȾΫή        ίγÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /4    
γȡήή 0-                          3ÔÅÖÅÎ "ÅÌÌ 
εȡαή !-                      6ÉÎÃÅ -ÏǣÔÔ  

ηȡαή !-                      *ÏÈÎ 'ÌÅÁÓÏÎ 

ίίȡίγ !-                        "ÉÌÌ 7ÅÌÌÏÃË  

*ÕÌÙ άΪȾάΫ        ίδÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /4  
γȡήή 0-                           !ÎÎ 2ÅÂÅÒ  
εȡαή !-                             "ÅÔÈ 4ÁÒÐ  
ηȡαή !-                        ,ÏÒÉ !ÎÅ×ÁÌÔ 
ίίȡίγ !-                      *ÏÈÎ 3ÙÌÖÅÓÔÅÒ  

*ÕÌÙ άαȾάβ        ίεÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ /4 
γȡήή 0-                    3ÁÎÄÉÅ 7ÒÁÂÌÅ 
εȡαή !-                        +ÁÔÈÙ .ÅÖÅÌ  
ηȡαή !-                   -ÁÒÙ !ÎÎ +ÁÓÅ  
 ίίȡίγ !-                  ,ÏÕ 3ÕÔÈÅÒÌÁÎÄ  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

 

&ÉÒÓÔ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ &ÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ 

3ÁÃÒÅÄ (ÅÁÒÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

7ÁÃÈÔÅÒ 2ÏÏÍ 

*ÕÌÙ δÔÈ ΐ ζȡβγ ÁȢÍȢ  

 

4ÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈÅÓ )ÔÁÌÉÁÎ 0ÉÃÎÉÃ 

Ί 6ÉÃÔÏÒ %ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌ )) 

!ÕÇÕÓÔ ίίÔÈ ΐ ίΰȡήή 0Ȣ-Ȣɂβȡήή ÐȢÍȢ 

 

3×ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ Á 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 'ÏÌÆ /ÕÔÉÎÇ 

+ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ #ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓ 

2ÅÁÄÉÎÇ #ÏÕÎÔÒÙ #ÌÕÂ 

!ÕÇÕÓÔ ΰαÒÄ ΐ ίȡήή ÐȢÍȢ  

 

 

Welcome  

to the Parish  

 

 

 

%ÔÈÁÎ 3ÃÈÍÕÒÁ 

Sacrament of 

Baptism  

  

 
 

 

#ÌÁÒË !ÌÁÎ 2ÅÓÔÒÅÐÏ 

"ÏÒÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΰαȟ ΰήΰα 

3ÏÎ ÏÆ  *ÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ -ÅÌÉÓÓÁ 
2ÅÓÔÒÅÐÏȟ *ÒȢ 

Sacred Heart Church  

Fast & Secure Donating/ Offering to 

Sacred Heart Parish 

Homebound Parishionerõs of Sacred Heart 

If you know of a homebound parishioner that would benefit from com-
munion being brought to them once a month as well as visits from our 
Friendly visitors, please have them call the office and be added to the 
Homebound list. 
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Sacred Heart Church  

ÍŔúůš ǕŹǇ ƸŹ ĭǒĭƣǕŹůĭ ǓŔŹ ƎúƣƸŗĖŗƎúƸĭģ ŗů æúĖúƸŗŹů 7ŗČŢĭ ÅĖŔŹŹŢ 
ƸŔŗƨ Ǖĭúƣľ _Ƹ Ǔúƨ ú ƨǇĖĖĭƨƨŀǇŢ ĭǒĭůƸ ǓŗƸŔ Ƽǃ ĖŔŗŢģƣĭů ŗů úƸƸĭůģúůĖĭƓ 
èĭ ƎŢúǕĭģ ŋúŪĭƨğ ƨúůŋ úůģ ģúůĖĭģğ ģŗģ ŀǇů ĭǔƎĭƣŗŪĭůƸƨ úůģ 

Ţĭúƣůĭģ ŗůƸĭƣúĖƸŗǒĭ ČŗČŢĭ ƨƸŹƣŗĭƨ ľ ¤Ǉƣ Ƹĭĭůúŋĭ úůģ úģǇŢƸ ǒŹŢǇůƸĭĭƣƨ 
Ǔĭƣĭ úŪúǙŗůŋ úůģ Ǔĭ ĖŹǇŢģůƠƸ Ŕúǒĭ ģŹůĭ ƸŔŗƨ ǓŗƸŔŹǇƸ ƸŔĭŪľ   

���&�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���I�U�R�P���S�D�J�H������ 
The Revolutionary War and American founding included the aid 
of many patriots, including Catholics like (from left to right) 
Charles Carroll, John Barry and Father (later Bishop) John Car-
roll. (photo: public domain) 

In March 1790 President George Washington recog-
nized the contribution of Roman Catholics in a person-
al letter addressed explicitly to them, catalogued in 
the National Archives: òAs mankind become more lib-
eral they will be more apt to allow that all those who 
conduct themselves as worthy members of the com-
munity are equally entitled to the protection of civil 
government. I hope ever to see America among the 
foremost nations in examples of justice and liberality. 
And I presume that your fellow-citizens will not forget 
the patriotic part which you took in the accomplish-
ment of their Revolution, and the establishment of 
their government; or the important assistance which 
they received from a nation in which the Roman Cath-
olic faith is professed.ó 
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)ÔÁÌÉÁÎ &ÁÍÉÌÙ 0ÉÃÎÉÃ 

�$�X�J�X�V�W�������W�K 

Ί 6ÉÃÔÏÒ %ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌ )) 

�[�\�£�Z�Z�ž�T�¡�A�¡�µ �^�£�Z�Z�ž�T�¡�A�¡ 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÊÏÉÎ (ÏÌÙ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ  

3ÁÃÒÅÄ (ÅÁÒÔ 0ÁÒÉÓÈÅÓȦ 

ΗάΪȾ 0ÅÒÓÏÎ  Ϋά Ǫ ÕÐ 

#ÁÌÌȡ ΰΫΪ-έαέ-ίίαγ 

3ÅÅ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ   

ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓȡ ÓÈÒÃÐÁÒÉÓÈȢÏÒÇ 

JOIN US!!!  First Saturday Fellowship  

Saturday, July 6th following 8:00 a.m. Mass  
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